





















































Whitehall School District
Student/Family Residence Questionnaire

Your child may be eligible for additional educational services through Title | Part A, Title | Part C-Migrant, and/or Federal
McKinney-Vento Assistance Act. Eligibility can be determined by completing this questionnaire.

1. Presently, are you and/or your family living in any of the following situations? Check all that apply.

U A Staying in a shelter (family shelter, domestic violence shelter, youth shelter) or FEMA trailer
Qs Waiting for foster care placement

Qe Sharing the housing of others due to loss of housing, economic hardship or similar reason

CI D. Living in a car, park, campground, abandoned building, or other inadequate accommaodation

D E. Temporarily living in a motel or hotel due to loss of housing, economic hardship or similar reason

D F. Living alone as a minor student(s) without an adult (unaccompanied youth)

If you checked any box above please complete the remainder of this form and submit it to school personnel.
If you did not check any box above, you do not need to complete or submit this form.

2. Please list all children currently living with you.

First Middle Last M/F | Birthdate Grade | School Name

The undersigned parent/quardian certifies that the information provided above is accurate.

Print Parent/Guardian Name Signature Date

(Area Code) Phone number Street Address City State Zip

Your children have the right to:

v Continue to attend school in the school attended before you became homeless (school of origin).

¥ Receive transportation to the school of origin

v Enroll in school without giving a permanent address and attend classes while the school arranges for a
school transfer, immunization records or other documents required for enroliment.

¥ Receive the same special programs and services, if needed, as provided to all other children served in these
programs.

¥ Have enroliment disputes quickly addressed.

The McKinney Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act and the MMSD Board of Education Policy #4406 ensure the
educational rights above for students who are homeless. If you wish to have a copy of this document, please ask the
staff person helping you today to make one.

v WSD staff assisting with this process:

Name Signature Date

Copies to: 1. WSD Homeless Liaison 2. School Office



ANNUAL NOTICE
HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH

The McKinney-Veto Act defines homeless children and youth as:

e Children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, and includes chil en
and youth who are:

- sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason

- Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate
accommodations

- living in emergency or transitional shelters

- Abandoned in hospitals

- Living in a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily
used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings

- Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or
similar settings

- Migratory children who qualify as homeless because the children are living in circumstances described
above

If you are personally aware of or are acquainted with any children or youth who may qualify according to the
above criteria, the Whitehall School District provides the following assurances to parents and guardians of
homeless children and youth and unaccompanied homeless youth:

e The child or youth shall be immediately enrolled and allowed to fully participate in school, even if unable
to produce records normally required for enroliment (e.g., academic records, immunization and other
required health records, proof of residency, or other documentation) or has missed application or
enroliment deadlines during any period of homelessness.

e Homeless children and youths are not stigmatized or segregated on the basis of their status as
homeless and have full and equal educational and related opportunities.

e Meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of their children including special notices of
events, parent-teacher conferences, newsletters, and access to student records.

o Immediate enroliment and transportation to the school of origin. “School of origin” means the school
that a child or youth attended when permanently housed or the school in which the child or youth was
last enrolled, including a preschool.

e Written explanation of any decisions related to school selection or enroliment made3 by the school, the
local educational agency, or the State educational agency involved, including the rights of the parent,
guardian, or unaccompanied youth to appeal the receive prompt resolution of such decisions.

Please contact Damon Lisowski, homeless liaison for the Whitehall School District, at 715-538-4364 or email
@ ‘or the additional information about the rights and services described
above.
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Dear Community Members,

Do you know a student or family that may be in need of assistance? Many families in Wisconsin have found themselves to be families in
transition without a place to call home. The Whitehall School District is committed to assisting all homeless students in receiving the best
education possible.

As part of our supportt to the families in this community we are asking that you hang these postets in your community location.
We appreciate your support and help in better serving students in our district. We also ask that you share the enclosed brochure if you
have a family in need. You may also assist the family by completing the Whitehall School District McKinney-Vento  omeless Form and
return it to Damon Lisowski at the Whitehall School District.

Included on these posters is information regarding the McKinney-Vento Act that defines homeless children and youth (twenty-one years of
age and younger) as:

e  Children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, and includes children and youth who are:
*sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or similar reason
(sometimes referred to as double-up);
*iving in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative, *adequate
accommodations;
*iving in emergency ot transitional shelters;
*Abandoned in hospitals;

*or awaiting foster care placement.

e  Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designated fot, or ordinarily used
as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.

e Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations,
or similar settings.

e Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances described above.

‘you have any questions regarding this request please contact Damon Lisowski, Director of Student Services for the Whitehall School
District at (715) 538-4364 o

ank you for your support,

[)ﬁ v ﬁ;c L:/)A

Damon Lisowski

WHITEHALL SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS
George Everson, President ~ Jason Molis, Vice President ~ Kristen M. Carroll, Treasurer ~ Byron Fields, Clerk
Leah A.W. Johnson, Member, Julie Dokkestul, Member, Dan Koxlien-Member
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Homeless Education Program
Written Notification of Dispute Resolution

Date:

To: Parent/caregiver or unaccompanied youth

STUDENT NAME HERE

In reference to : Section 722(g)(3)(E) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 2001.

After reviewing your request to enroll the student listed above at

REQUESTED SCHOOL
School, the enrollment request is: check one. ____Denied ____Accepted
This discrimination was based upon:
Student is assigned to Start Date

You have the right to appeal this decision to the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (the procedure is
attached). You may contact the State Coordinator for Homeless Education at the Wisconsin Department of
Public Instruction at (6080261-6822. You may also seek the assistance of an advocate or attorney.

Sincerely,

(enZorwsd

jomeless Liaison
Whitehall Public Schools
(715) 538-4364

WHITEHALL SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS
George Everson, President ~ Jason Molis, Vice President ~ Kristen M. Carroll, T'reasurer ~ Byron Fields, Clerk
Leah A.W. Johnson, Member, Julie Dokkestul, Member, Dan Koxlien-Member



426-Rule

HOMELESS EDUCATION PROGRAM POLICY

Procedure

School Selection
Placement in a school shall be in the student’s best interest.

e The student’s education may continue in the school of origin for the duration of homelessness and/or
in any case in which a family becomes homeless between academic years or during an academic year,
or for the duration of the academic year, if the student becomes permanently housed during an
academic year.

e The student may enroll in a school that non-homeless students who live in the attendance area in which
the student is actually living are eligible to attend.

The school of origin means the school that the student attended when permanently housed, or the school in
which the student was last enrolled.

In determining the best interests of the student to the extent feasible, the student will be kept in the school of
origin, except when doing so in contrary to the wishes of the student’s parent or guardian, for the duration of
the homelessness.

In the case of unaccompanied youth, the local educational agency liaison or designee will assist in placement
or enrollment decisions considering the requests of such unaccompanied youth.

Enroliment
The school shall immediately enroll the student/youth, even if the student lacks records normally required for

enroliment. Records will immediately be requested from the previous school.

The term “enrolli” and “enroliment” are defined to mean attending school and participating fully in school
activities.

Residency
A homeless student is a resident if the student is personally present somewhere within the district with a
purpose to remain but not necessarily to remain permanently.

The student shall be considered a resident when living with a parent, guardian, or person in loco parentis not
solely for school purposes or for participation in extracurricular activities

Homeless students who do not live with their parents or guardians may enroll themselves in school.

The address listed on the enrollment forms becomes proof of residency. If residency is questioned by the LEA,
immediate enrolliment will occur with homeless liaison following up to determine residency.

Comparable Services



Each homeless student or youth shail be provided services comparable to services offered to other students in
the school selected, such as:

Preschool programs

Transportation services

Educational services for which the student meets eligibility criteria such as ELL or Special Education
programs.

Programs for at-risk students

Programs for gifted and talented students
School nutrition programs

Title | programs

After-school programs

Tutoring programs

Summer school programs

Transportation
At the request of the parent, or inthe case of an unaccompanied youth, the local agency liaison or designee,

transportation will be provided for homeless students to the school of origin for the duration of the homeless
status.

Once permanent housing is found, the family has a choice to stay in the school they are attending, school of
origin or attend the school where they found housing. If a family chooses to stay in the school of origin,
transportation will be discontinued.

Permanent housing is defined as any signed lease or long-term approved living situation.

In the case where the school of origin and current residence are different, local educational agencies, the two
school districts will agree on a method for transportation and share costs.

Homeless Liaison or Designee
The homeless liaison or designee shall ensure that:

¢ Homeless students are voluntarily identified by school personnel and through coordination with other
entities and agencies.

Homeless students enroll in and have a full and equal opportunity to succeed in schools in the district.
Homeless families, students receive educational services for which they are eligible and referrals to
other appropriate services.

e The parents or guardians of a homeless student and any unaccompanied homeless youth is informed
of the educational and related opportunities available to them and are provided with meaningful
opportunities to participate in the education of the student/youth.

e Public notice of the educational rights of homeless students is disseminated in such public places as
schools, meal sites, shelters and other locations frequented by low-income families.

e The homeless liaison assures that compliance with all policies and procedures and mediates enroliment
disputes.

e The parents or guardians of a homeless student or youth, and unaccompanied youth, are informed of
all transportation services, including transportation to the school of origin.

Ensures the coordination of services between WASD and other homeless family service providers.
Assistance is provided to students who do not have immunizations, or immunization or medical records,
to obtain necessary immunizations, or immunization or medical records.



e Students are not segregated on the basis of their status as homeless.
e Programs for homeless students are coordinated with other federal and local programs.

Disputes
If a dispute arises over school selection or enrollment in a school, the student shall be immediately admitted to

the school in which enroliment is sought, pending resolution of the dispute.
Disputes should be resolved as expeditiously as possible.

Appeals will go to the District Administrator or his/her designee. The parent or guardian of the child or youth,
or unaccompanied youth shall be provided with a written explanation of the appealed decision regarding school
selection or enrollment, including the rights of the parent, guardian, or youth to appeal the decision to the Office
of Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youths in the Wisconsin Department of Public
Instruction. In the case of unaccompanied youth, the Whitehall Area School District Homeless Liaison shall
also ensure that the youth is immediately enrolled in school pending resolution of the dispute.

Cross References: Student Nondiscrimination, 411.2 and 411.2-Rule
School Admissions, 420 and 420 Rule

Legal References: Wisconsin State Statute 18.13
P19, Wisconsin Administrative Code
Title IX, Education Amendment of 1972
Title VI, Civil Rights Act of 1964
Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973
American with Disabilities Act of 1990
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
Civil Rights Act of 1991
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act
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HOMELESS EDUCATION PROGRAM POLICY

Students of homeless individuals and unaccompanied homeless youth (youth not in the physical
custody of a parent/guardian) residing in the District shall have equal access to the same free

« propriate public education including comparable services, as provided to other students and youth
who reside in the District. Homeless students and youth shall not be required to attend a separate
school or program for homeless students and shall not be stigmatized by the school personnel.

ffinition of homeless Students and Unaccompanied Youths

e term “homeless students and unaccompanied youths” means individu: 5 who lack a fixed,
jular and adequate nighttime residence due to economic hardship. It includes students and youths
who are:
e Living in an emergency shelter or transitional housing.
e Abandoned in hospitals or awaiting foster care.
e Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train
stations or similar settings.
e “Double up” living with friends or family due to the loss of housing, economic hardship or a
similar reason.

N jratory students and unaccompanied youth (youth not in the physical custody of a parent or
guardian) may be considered homeless if they meet the above definition.

Homeless status is determined in cooperation with parents or in the case of unaccompanied youth,
e local educational agency liaison. Homeless status may be documented through a variety of

Whitehall Area School District forms such as the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

F -Q03-8 Rev.8/05 or through direct contact with WASD.

The Whitehall Area School District does not discriminate against students on the basis of sex, race,
color, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual
orientation, or physical, mental emotional or learning disability or handicap in its education programs
or activities. Discrimination complaints shall be processed in accordance with established
procedures.

WHITEHALL SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS
George Everson, President ~ Jason Molis, Vice President ~ Kristen M. Carroll, Treasurer ~ Byron Fields, Clerk
Leah A.W. Johnson, Member, Julie Dokkestul, Member, Dan Koxlien-Member



Whitehall School District
McKinney-Vento
Information Gathering Questions for Identification

The following questions are designed to assist the School Community Outreach to gather information
that is relevant for determining whether or not a student qualifies for assistance under the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act; to determine the extent to which a student is living in a
fixed, regular, and adequate living situation. Please remember these questions are simply guidelines
to help open discussion about housing arrangements.

Fixed Location

1.

N ahs WD

8.
9.

Why are you staying in your current place?
Where were you living right before this place? Why did you leave?
Is this a permanent situation or just temporary?
Are you looking for another place to live?
Do you have to move out soon?
Are you staying with friends/relatives just for a little while?
Did you and your friends/relatives decide to move in together and share expenses for the long
term? Or is this a temporary situation for you?
Did friends/family have this home before you moved in?
Are you all sharing the home equally, or are you more like guests in the home?

10.Are all families that live in the home contributing equally for cost of rent, utilities, etc.?
11. Could your friends/relatives ask you to leave if they wanted to?

12. Where would you go if you couldn’t stay where you are?

13. s your family on a waitlist for shelter services?

Regular Location

1

ISA ol S

. Do you stay in the same place every night?

Do you have a key to the place where you are living?

Do you move around a lot?

How long have you been at that place? How long do you plan to stay?
How long did you live in your last place?

Adequate Location
1. How many people are living in the home? How many bedrooms/bathrooms does it have?
2. Are you and your children sharing a room? How many people are staying in one room?

3. Are you and your children sleeping in a private area like a bedroom, or a public area like a
living room?



4. Does the home have heat/electricity/running water?

5. What condition is the home in? Does it keep out rain and wind? Is it safe? Is it warm and dry?
Do the windows have glass panes?

6. Can you come and go as you please?

Information Gathering Questions for ldentification

Does the child or youth’s living situation fit into one of the specific examples of homelessness listed in
the law? Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar
reason.

1. “Sharing the housing of other persons....” implies that the student is staying in another
person’s home. Some pertinent questions to help determine if this is the case would include:
a. Does the student have any legal right to be in that home?
b. Can the student be asked to leave at any time with no legal recourse?
c. Is the living situation intended to be temporary or long-term?
d. Did the student move into the home as an urgent measure to avoid being on the street or in
another precarious situation?

2. “..due to loss of housing...” implies that the student has no personal housing available. Did

the student or family lose their previous housing due to:

a.An eviction or an inability to pay the rent or other bills?

b. Destruction of or damage to the previous home?

c. Abuse or neglect (such as in the case of a youth who leaves or is asked to leave the home)?

d.Unhealthy conditions, such as an inadequate physical environment, infestations, drug or
alcohol abuse in the home, or domestic violence?

e. The absence of a parent or guardian due to abandonment, the parent’s or guardian’s
incarceration, or another reason?

3. “...economic hardship...” includes cases where limited financial resources have forced families
or youth to leave personal residences and share housing due to an inability to pay rent and other bills.
The way that the shared housing came about and the intention of the residents are significant. For
example:

a.If economic hardship such as an accident or iliness, loss of employment, loss of public
benefits, or condition of poverty forces a family or youth to share the housing of others temporarily,
the children and youth are eligible for McKinney-Vento services.

b. A long-term, cooperative living arrangement among families or friends that is fixed, regular,
and adequate should not be considered a homeless situation, even if the parties are living together to
save money.



Unique Situations

1. Is this hospital stay crisis-based or is it a planned medical event?

2. lIs this incarceration sudden and unexpected? Did you know in advance of this
incarceration?

3. Is the child in foster care or group home on a temporary basis until a long-term
placement is found?

4. Who has primary physical custody of the child? Does that person meet the definition of
homeless?

Whitehall School District does not discriminate against individuals on the basis of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin,
ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation, or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability, Federa!
law prohibits discrimination in education and employment on the basis of age, race, color, national origin, sex, religion, or disability.



Whitehall Public Schools
Homeless Education Program

Student Placement Dispute Form

A homeless child or youth has the right to remain at his or her school of origin (public school that the child or youth
attended when permanently housed, or the public school in which the child or youth was last enrolied) or to attend any
public school that other students who live in the attendance area are eligible to attend. If the student is eligible to attend
more than one school, parents/caregiver or unaccompanied youth will have the option of choosing the school. ‘A student
is eligible to attend a school only if the student meets the requirements of the school program and there is a seat available
at the student’s grade level.

When a dispute arises over school placement, this form is to be completed by the parent/caregiver or unaccompanied
youth. The Homeless Coordinator, in consultation with the parent/caregiver or unaccompanied youth, can also complete

the form. A Homeless Coordinator can be contacted at (715) 538-4364.

Student

Date of birth

Person filing dispute

Relationship to student

| may be contacted at: Phone
E-mail

| have been provided with a copy of the Student Assignment Form indicating the school placement.Check
one.__Yes__ No

School
Assigned
School
requested

Please write a brief explanation of your dispute.

Signature
Date

PARENT/CAREGIVER OR UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH



Return this completed form to the Homeless Education Program at Central Services.
If turned in at the school, school staff must call the office at (715) 538-4364.
Note: The student will attend the requested school until the dispute is resolved.

Homeless Coordinator signature:
Date

A copy of the form must be given to the parent/caregiver or unaccompanied youth. The form will be faxed to both the assigned school and the requested
school by the Homeless Coordinator. The parent will receive written notification of the dispute resolution within five business days.
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Homeless Education Program

Student Placement Dispute Process

A homeless child or youth has the right to remain at his or her school of origin (public school that the
child or youth attended when permanently housed, or the public school in which the child or youth
was last enrolled) or to attend any public school that other students who live in the attendance area
are eligible to attend. If the student is eligible to attend more than one school, parents/caregivers or
unaccompanied youth will have the option of choosing the school. A student is eligible to attend a
school only if the student meets the requirements of the school program and there is a seat available
at the student’s grade level.

When a dispute arises over school placement the Homeless Coordinator, in consultation with the
parent/caregiver or unaccompanied youth, will complete a student placement dispute form. A
Homeless Coordinator can be contacted at (715) 538-4364. The Homeless Coordinator will submit
the dispute form to the Homeless Liaison. The Homeless Liaison will make a determination and send
the disputant a copy of the Written Notification of Dispute Resolution form. The student has the right
to attend the school of choice until the dispute is resolved.

WHITEHALL SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS
George Everson, President ~ Jason Molis, Vice President ~ Kristen M. Carroll, Treasurer ~ Byron Fields, Clerk
I.eah A.W. Johnson, Member, Julie Dokkestul, Member, Dan Koxlien-Member


















Every LEA must appoint a local homeless
education liaison (hereafter referred to

as Jocal liaison) to fulfill the duties of the
position established by law [42 U.S.C.
§11432(g)(1)(J)(ii)]. One of these duties

is to ensure that children and youth in
homeless situations are identified by

school personnel and through coordination
activities with other entities and agencies
[42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(6)(A)(i)]. Once these
students are identified, the local liaison must
ensure that they receive the services and
supports they need in order to enroll in, and
have a full and equal opportunity to succeed
in, school [42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(6)(A)(iD)].

Local liaisons must ensure that public
notice of the educational rights of homeless
children and youth is disseminated in
schools, family shelters, soup kitchens, and
other places where these children and youth
receive services [42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(6)(A)

Ml

e law.)

Children and youth experiencing homelessness
are difficult to identify for many reasons

and often go unnoticed by school personnel.
Identification challenges include the following:

Students and parents may try to hide their
homelessness because they are embarrassed
or fear they will be judged or stigmatized.

The fear of losing custody of their children
often prevents homeless parents from
revealing their living circumstances to school
officials.

Unaccompanied homeless youth may not
report their homeless status for fear of being
returned to unsafe family environments or
taken into the custody of the child welfare
system.

Schools and service providers may be
unaware of children and youth who are not

enrolled in school and are living in places
other than shelters, such as doubled up with
another family or in a hotel or motel, due to
homelessness.

Homeless families and unaccompanied
homeless youth may not realize that their
circumstances fit the McKinney-Vento
definition of Aomeless.

School personnel may not understand the
nature of homelessness or the McKinney-
Vento definition of Aomeless and may not
recognize signs that a student has lost
housing.

LEAs must make their best effort to ensure that
all eligible children and youth are identified and
provided the rights and services the McKinney-
Vento Act guarantees. The following strategies
will assist LEAs and local liaisons in developing
a comprehensive and proactive approach to
identifying homeless children and youth in their
community.

Use data to determine if the LEA is under-
identifying homeless children and youth.
One question that local liaisons frequently
ask is whether or not the LEA is identifying
all children and youth who are experiencing
homelessness in the community. Because
LEAs are required to collect data on
homeless students annually for submission
to the U.S. Department of Education, local
liaisons should be able to use this data to
identify trends in the number of homeless
students identified and to compare the data
to other data sources, such as Census poverty
data, percentage of students participating in
the National School Lunch Program, or data
on homelessness collected by community
agencies. Data comparisons such as these
can help local liaisons determine whether
the number of homeless children and youth
the LEA identified is consistent with past
years and aligns with what other data sources
indicate about homelessness and poverty in



the community. If a significant discrepancy
exists between LEA and other data, the local
liaison should review and revise the LEAs
identification strategies accordingly.

Create community awareness.

Local liaisons should reach out to local
agencies to collaborate on identifying
homeless children and youth. Local liaisons
should disseminate awareness posters with
their contact information to these agencies
and explain what services are available

to ensure school access and support for
homeless children and youth. Types of
agencies appropriate for collaboration
include social service providers, shelters,
soup kitchens, food banks, transitional living
programs, housing agencies, medical clinics,
laundromats, libraries, and faith-based
organizations. Local liaisons also should
provide information to community youth
programs and law enforcement agencies who
may encounter homeless youth in need of
being connected to school.

Develop interagency partnerships.
Some federal programs are mandated

to identify and serve homeless children
and youth and to coordinate with LEAs.
These programs include Head Start, the
Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) Part C - Early Intervention
program (Child Find), and housing
programs funded by the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development.
Local liaisons should contact these agencies
and discuss ways to coordinate referrals
for homeless families with children and
for unaccompanied homeless youth. A
coordinated approach to serving homeless
families and youth, perhaps including a
memorandum of agreement, will improve
the identification of homeless students
and help these agencies meet their federal
requirements.

Train school staff.

"The local liaison should train all school
administrators, teachers, and support staff
on a regular basis. Staff should know what
indications of homelessness to look and

listen for when interacting with parents,
children, and youth; how to discuss sensitive
issues in a discreet and respectful way, such
as avoiding using the word “homeless;” and
what the protocol is for referring students to
the local liaison.

NCHE offers a variety of useful resources
related to awareness and identification,
including a brief entitled Children and Youth
Experiencing Homelessness: An Introduction to
the Issues, an online tutorial called Hosmeless
with Homework: An Introduction to Homeless
Education, and Appendix 12.B Common Signs
of Homelessness in NCHE's Homeless Liaison

OI SPECIIIC SCNOO! TOle groups, ways they may
encounter homeless students, and training
suggestions to assist them in identification.

Provide information to parents.

The LEA should create a welcoming and
supportive environment for parents to
disclose their homeless situation. Strategies
to accomplish this include incorporating
information on the definition of homeless and
rights and services under the McKinney-
Vento Act in parent informational materials,
adding this information to the school
district’s website, and displaying this
information prominently on posters in the
school where parents are likely to see them.

Reach out to youth.

LEAs should ensure that youth perceive
school as a safe place to disclose family
challenges and homelessness. Not only will
youth experiencing homelessness be more
likely to seek assistance, but other youth

in the school will feel more comfortable
reaching out to a teacher or counselor

on behalf of a student who is homeless.
LEAs should consider the use of social
media to create awareness of services

for youth experiencing homelessness.
Additionally, the local liaison should provide
awareness materials for youth in places in



the community where they are likely to
congregate, such as youth shelters, malls,
libraries, and street outreach centers.

Provide tools to assist with identifying
homeless children and youth, including:

A student residency enrollment form.
Most LEAs use an enrollment form for
all students that requests information
about living arrangements for the
purpose of screening for possible
homelessness. (Note that the forms
should not use the word “homeless.”)
If a parent indicates that the family is
living in a situation that may qualify
as homeless, the registrar or school
secretary can refer the parent or youth
to the local liaison for further discussion
regarding McKinney-Vento eligibility.
For an example of a student residency
enrollment form, see Appendix 3.4
Sample Residency Information Form in
NCHE'’s Homeless Liaison Toolkit ot
visit NCHE's Enrollment webpage and
look under Sample Forms. Materials.
and Policies. Sec

selow for links to these
resources.
NCHE’s Determining Eligibility
Jfor Rights and Services under the
McKinney-Vento Act brief .
This brief provides a clear explanation
of the definition of homeless in the
McKinney-Vento Act and includes
helpful questions that a school or LEA
staff member can ask when trying
to determine if a family or youth
is exneriencing homelessness. See

below for a link to the brief.

A list of addresses of shelters, motels,
transitional living programs, and
camping grounds.

Local liaisons should provide school
registrars with a list of addresses of areas
in the community in which homeless
families or youth are likely to reside.

If the registrar notes that an enrolling
student lists one of these addresses or

that a current student has changed his
or her address to one on the list, the
registrar can refer the student to the
local liaison.

Be aware of disasters or catastrophic
events in the community that may cause
homelessness.
A natural or man-made disaster can
result instantly in many families losing
their homes and experiencing significant
trauma. When a disaster occurs, local
liaisons should be proactive by preparing
schools to enroll large numbers of homeless
students and arranging for additional
staff to assist with the identification
and enrollment process as needed. Each
student’s eligibility for McKinney-Vento
services must be determined on a case-
by-case basis. Additionally, local liaisons
should notify agencies working with the
families of how schools will enroll and serve
eligible students. Sec

oelow for more information
on disaster preparation and response for
schools.

Catastrophic events include factory closings
that result in widespread unemployment

or other impacts of a severe economic
downturn, such as foreclosures and evictions.
Local liaisons should publicize the rights
and services of homeless students directly
to the impacted families, as well as to those
who are assisting the families. Local liaisons
can display posters or distribute brochures
on McKinney-Vento rights in the impacted
factory, or they can disseminate brochures
to law enforcement officials to provide

to evicted families or to bank foreclosure
officials for parents who are losing their
homes.

'The identification of children and youth in
homeless situations is the first step to ensuring
that these students receive the services and
supports needed to enroll in, attend, and
succeed in school. The McKinney-Vento Act,



therefore, requires all school districts, led by
the local liaison and in coordination with
school personnel and other agencies, to identify
students in homeless situations. Local liaisons
should reach out to school personnel and
community agencies on a continual basis and
conduct trainings to make sure that people who
encounter homeless children, youth, and families
understand the McKinney-Vento definition

of homeless and know the ways that homeless
children and youth can be linked to school
services. As a result, schools and communities
can share a joint commitment to identify
homeless children and youth and help these
children and youth overcome the devastating
impacts of poverty and homelessness through
educational success.

(6) Local Educational Agency Liaison
(A) Duties — Each local educational agency
liaison for homeless children and youths,

designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii),

shall ensure that—

(i) homeless children and youths are
identified by school personnel and
through coordination activities with
other entities and agencies;

(i) homeless children and youths
enroll in, and have a full and equal
opportunity to succeed in, schools of
that local educational agency;

(iii) homeless families, children,
and youths receive educational
services for which such families,
children, and youths are eligible,
including Head Start and Even
Start programs and preschool
programs administered by the local
educational agency, and referrals to
health care services, dental services,
mental health services, and other
appropriate services; ...

(v) public notice of the educational
rights of homeless children and
youths is disseminated where such

children and youths receive services
under this chapter, such as schools,
family shelters, and soup kitchens.

42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(6)(A)(1)-(iii) and (v)

(g) State Plan
(1) In General — Each State shall submit

to the Secretary a plan to provide for

the education of homeless children and

youths within the State. Such plan shall
include the following: ...

(B) A description of the procedures the
State educational agency will use to
identify such children and youths in
the State and to assess their special
needs.

42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(1)(B)

Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness:

Determinine Elioibilitv for Riehts and Services

Homeless with Homework: An Introduction to

NCHE Disaster Prenaration and Resnonse

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of
2001. 42 USC §§11431-11435. (2001).



Administrators and teachers

May notice if a student is suddenly
falling behind in school; coming to
school fatigued, hungry, or wearing
the same clothes; hoarding belongings;
or having uncharacteristic discipline
problems

Awareness of homelessness and

behaviors that might indicate trauma
and crisis related to homelessness,
understanding of ways to discuss
homelessness with students, familiarity
with protocol for referring the student
to the local liaison

Social workers, counselors, and nurses

May encounter students who are
experiencing academic, behavior,
health, or hygiene problems that may
be related to homelessness

Awareness of homelessness and
behavioral, mental, and physical health
problems that might indicate trauma
and crisis related to homelessness;
understanding of ways to discuss
homelessness with students;
familiarity with protocol for referring
the student to the local liaison

Secretaries and registrars

Often are the first people in a school
to meet a family, child, or youth who
may be experiencing homelessness
when enrolling a child or youth; see
addresses the family lists or multiple
school enrollments that could indicate
a homeless situation

Understanding of the definition

of homeless; awareness of what a
parent or child might disclose

that could indicate homelessness;
understanding of how to determine
if a family living doubled up may

be homeless; proficiency with
discussing homelessness discreetly and
respectfully; familiarity with protocol
for referring a family, child, or youth
to the local liaison

Cafeteria workers

May see a student who is not eating
because he or she did not bring lunch
or did not have money to buy lunch,
seems inordinately hungry, is asking
peers for food, is taking large portions,
or hoarding food; may overhear that

a student is homeless; may have a
special rapport with a student who

discloses homelessness

Understanding of possible indicators
of homelessness related to food,
proficiency in discussing homelessness
with students, familiarity with
protocol for referring a student to the
local liaison




Bus drivers

May see a new child on the bus route
living with another family, which
could indicate doubling up due to
homelessness; may overhear that a
child is experiencing homelessness;
may see uncharacteristic discipline
problems from a child; may have

a special rapport with a child who
discloses homelessness

Understanding of possible indicators
of homelessness at t  bus stop or on
the bus, ways to disc s homelessness
with students, familiarity with
protocol for referring a student to the
local liaison

Truancy and attendance officials

Can detect patterns of absences

that could indicate mobility or

other attendance challenges due to
homelessness; may talk to parents,
children, or youth who disclose their
homelessness

Understanding of ways that
homelessness can impact attendance;
proficiency with discussing
homelessness with students;
familiarity with protocol for referring
a family, child, or youth to the local
liaison




'This brief was developed by:

National Center for Homeless Education
800-308-2145 (Toll-free Helpline)

Updated Summer 2014

The National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) operates the U.S. Department of
Education's technical assistance center for the federal Education for Homeless Children
and Youth (EHCY') Program. NCHE is supported by the U.S. Department of Education
Student Achievement and School Accountability Programs. The contents of this brief
were developed under a grant from the Department; however, these contents do not
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department.

Every state is required to have a State Coordinator for Homeless Education, and

every school district is required to have a local homeless education liaison. These
ndividuals will assist you with the implementation of the McKinney-Vento Act. To

find out who vour State Coordinator is. visit the NCHE website

al

For more information on the McKinney-Vento Act and resources
for implementation. call the NCHE Helpline at 800-308-2145 or

Nolioral Cenler for €-mai
Homeless Education
ol §FRVE

I J Local Contact Information:

Whitehall School District
| 19121 Hobson Street Whitehall, W1 54773
715.538.4364





